
 

PHONE: 414-384-0370 
3170 S. 27th Street, Milwaukee 53215 

 • Milwaukee's finest selection 
 • Low Prices, Quality Products 
    and Services 
 • Open 7 Days a Week 
 • Live Crabs Available  

"5% discount  
with this coupon".     
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EXPERIENCE IN THE 
HOME INDUSTRY 
�  Bathing & Grooming Assistance 

�  Meal Prep & Clean Up 

�  Errands & Transportation 

�  Alzheimer's & Dementia 

�  Diabetic & Strokes 

 

Call today for your free assessment 

414.339.0679  
or visit www.privateplacementincare.com 

PRIVATE PLACEMENT IN CARE 

Full time and Part time Opportunities 

Certified Nursing Assistance 

Home Health Aide 

Companion 

Call today or apply online 

� Dr. Violeta Singson 
Milwaukee Woman  
of the Year 
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Owner/Travel Consultant 

 8979 N. Mohawk Road 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 

Phone: (414) 352-8230 
Email: edazcueta@sbcglobal.com 

Patrick Moloney 
2008 Outstanding  

Community Service 
Awardee�  

New Year’s Party 

� Milwaukee Outreach Youth Volunteers 
                                                   � Hunger Task Force Youth Volunteers 

� Folk Fair Youth Volunteers�  

FAAWIS 2008 Pictorial Review 
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 
do not lean on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

and He will direct your path.Proverbs: 3:5-6 
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Milwaukee & Suburbs Rates 
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Milwaukee & Suburbs Rates 
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* - Add $5 for outside Cebu shipments  

 
 

Zugbu Cargo Forwarding, Inc 
Luzon & Panay: 011-632-256-3064 (Marivic Martesano) 

Visayas: 011-6332-418-8126 (Illinoisa Giatoro) 
Mindanao: 011-63-905-877-0939 (Elma Diez) 

"Alliance Services Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer functioning under an Affirmative Action Plan." 
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Hosted by The UST Alumni Association 
When: February 21, 2009 (Saturday)   
 5:30 pm 
Where: Norway House (414) 321-2637 
       7507 W. Oklahoma Avenue 
 Milwaukee  53219 (76th & Oklahoma) 
Attire: Casual Chic 
Cost: $20 Adult/ $10 Child       
 

For more information please contact; 
Marina Serna (Chairperson):  
(262) 785-2601 
Mina Santiago-Vitangcol:  
(262) 415-5022 
Virgie Vinluan: (262) 789-1176 
Zeny Edralin: (414) 760-6398 
Edgar Azcueta: (414) 352-8230 
Sandra Torres: (414) 687-2602 
Elma Racadio: (262) 784-5811 
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�� reetings Fellow FAAWIS Members. 
I wrote an article about Adoption Ambassadors for the last 

FAAWIS newsletter. The program is about helping a few older kids from 
certain Manila orphanages find adoptive families here in Wisconsin. It 
has been a very successful program to date, and I encourage you to please 
spread the word in the hopes that it may lead to an adoption of one of the 
remaining boys. Many thanks in advance. More info at:   www.lsswis.org 
    One of the orphanages I visited in the Philippines last September 2008, 
House of Refuge in Marikina (close to Manila) suffered a fire on Novem-
ber 21, 2008. While no child or staff member was injured, the boys' liv-
ing quarters, housing approximately 21 boys, ages 3 to 15, were com-
pletely destroyed.  
The fire was discovered by Carlos (one of our children participating in 
the Ambassador Program) at about 9:30 in the morning. Fortunately, 
most of the children were at school, the few (14) who were left at the 
House of Refuge were outside or downstairs, as is the procedure when 
there is a staff meeting. The boys' home, is on the far end of the town-
house style building, as is the kitchen. The administrative offices are in 
the center of the building. 
    The children remembered their instructions for a 
fire drill and waited in the street a safe distance 
away – while staff members heroically removed all 
of the children’s case records, as well as the refrig-
erator and the stove from the kitchen. The fire de-
partment arrived and was able to save the adminis-
trative offices section and the girls' portion of the 
building. 
    The boys lost what little that they could call their 
own – all of the clothing, their beds, the library 
upstairs, etc. What they are left with is whatever 
they had on their backs. 
I know it is a tough time to ask for financial dona-
tions in these trying economic times but any possi-
ble financial contribution would be greatly appreci-
ated. Also - if not financial donations how about 
clothing (for boys age 3-15), or assistance in ship-
ping donated items to Manila. Any assistance at all 
will be greatly appreciated. 
   If you are interested in making a donation please 
see the website for the Lutheran Social Services of 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, Inc., 
www.lsswis.org or contact Vic dela Cruz at 
vdc86@hotmail.com or 414 303 3697. 
     Also see the website of House of Refuge for 
addit ional needs –  www.house-of-
refuge.org/help.htm 
     Please keep these children and their caring 
adults in your prayers as they go through the chal-
lenge of putting their home back together. 
     House of Refuge orphanage has currently four 
boys in the Ambassador program I participated in, 
and two of the four are a pair of brothers that some-
one has inquired about.  We have a 13 and a 12 
year old still needing a family and only four boys 
are left in need of families out of 11 on the very suc-
cessful program so far. Thanks for the opportunity! 

Adoption Ambassadors Update By Vic dela Cruz 
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Dr. Marissa Ordonez-Cruz 
Mr . & Mrs. Rolando Cruz are proud to 
announce the graduation of their daughter, 
Dr. Marissa Ordonez Cruz from an internal 
medicine residency. 
    Midsouth Medicine is pleased to an-
nounce that Dr. Marissa Cruz has joined 
their practice and is currently accepting new 
patients. Born and raised in Wisconsin, Dr. 
Cruz was trained at Mount Sinai Medical 
Center in Florida. She is currently accepting 

Medicare patients. As always, Midsouth Medicine prides itself in 
providing the best of care with genuine concern for its patients’ well-
being. Midsouth Medicine’s office hours are Monday-Friday, 8am to 
5pm. Phone number 662-342-1112. They are located near Highway 
51 at 2149 Stateline Road West, Southhaven, MS 38671. 

FANHS WI – Best of Fair  
By Angeli Varona-Camara 
   Congratulations to the Filipino American Na-
tional Historical Society (FANHS) Wisconsin 
Chapter for an unprecedented Best of Fair 
Award from the International Holiday Folk Fair 
on November 22, 2008.  The exhibit, Textiles of the Philippines, led 
by FANHS WI President, Angelica Varona-Camara, had an exten-
sive display of textiles, weaving methods, and costumes from Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao.  Thanks to the volunteers and FANHS Ex-
ecutive Director, Gerardo Gaddi, for all their efforts. 

Gifted Pianist Hosts Fundraising Concert 
     On November 8, 2008 Michael T. Crisostomo-Hey sponsored a 
piano concert for the Center for Rural Empowerment and the Envi-
ronment (CREE) to raise 
money for our Philippines 
project, which focuses on en-
gaging local communities in 
small sustainable eco-tourism 
of whales and marine biodi-
versity on the Babuyan Islands 
off the northern coast of Lu-
zon.  The concert was a great 
success, with a strong turnout 
from not just the Filipino com-
munity, but Waukesha West as well.  Wonderful Filipino food was 
served, and many new faces became acquainted with CREE's great 
work.   
     Unfortunately, the Babuyan Islands have been hit with a series 
of typhoons which have destroyed many of the households CREE is 
working with to develop eco-tourism.  Because of this, community 
members’ primary needs are now basic humanitarian relief and not 
a shared boat.  CREE's Project Manager, Jom Acebes, therefore 
decided to change the focus of the fundraisers’ monies towards 
humanitarian relief for families.  In the coming month(s) she will be 
counseling families, identifying specific and targeted needs, and 
distributing money in the most appropriate way.  CREE is excited 
to begin this sort of work, as it is necessary to build community 
rapport, and uses the money in the most needed way for poorer 
communities now faced with a series of small disasters.  If you 
care to increase the financial resources we send for this cause, 
please contact CREE's Executive Director at 
mike.skuja@conservationforpeople.org.  

MILWAUKEE NEWS By Patrick Moloney 

Isabel  Maria Piana 
During the 70th Anniversary celebration of 
Delta Chapter, Isabel Maria Piana, was 
honored by the chapter for her many years 
of service to Delta.  The surprise was re-
vealed during the luncheon portion of the 
celebration at St. John's on the Lake, Mil-
waukee. 

Our Lady of Good  
Hope Parish  
community and friends wish to extend an 
appreciation to Sheila Plaga-Jackson, Flor 
Ortiguera and the children of the Filipino-
American Association dance troop who 
performed for the Annual Feast of Our Lady 
of Good Hope on January 18, 2009. Fr. 
Charlie Zabler, Pastor of the church, was 
delighted to view the performance and show 
to the community the fruits of weeks of hard 
work and practice. Non parishioners are 
welcome to pray and partake at Our Lady of 
Good Hope church and school, a home for 
Filipino-Americans and FAAWIS dancers. 
OLGH is located on 41st and Good Hope Rd. 
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Congratulations; 
Hospicia Tayone on becoming a U.S. citizen on October 22, 2008. 
Baptism 
Savannah Criss, St. Catherine of Alexandria Congregation. 
Graduate 
Sandra Mercado - Bachelor of Science in Nursing, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
Condolences to: 
Alex Mercado and family on the death of Alex's wife, Patricia. 
Gloria Ramos and family on the death of Gloria’s mother, who 
passed away recently in the Philippines. 

The nine day SG was celebrated for the seventh year in nine Milwaukee area Catholic 
churches from Dec. 15 to Dec. 23. Sponsored by the Filipino Catholic Ministry (FCM) of 
the Archdiocese, the celebration featured a mass with touches of Filipino traditions such as a 
procession of lights, parol, flowers and gifts, re-enactment of Panunuluyan as well as Pili-
pino songs and music by a choir and a fellowship meal after mass. The photos show: top left 
- the start of the procession with the traditional parol and banner of the Blessed Virgin 
Mother; right -  the SG choir with Fr. Charlie after the last mass held at Our Lady of Good 
Hope. The nine churches that hosted SG were St. Alphonsus, Gesu, Our Lady of Lourdes, 
St. Mathias, St. John Newmann, St. Eugene, St. John Vianney, St. Catherine of Alexandria 
and Our Lady of Good Hope. 

Simbang Gabi (SG) 2009 By Apol Ortiguera 
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Another Feather in Dr. Austria’s Cap 
By Roger Austria 
Asuncion Miteria Austria, Ph.D., was recently elected to 

the Board for the Advancement of Psy-
chology in the Public Interest (BAPPI).  
    As one of the more prestigious gov-
erning boards of APA, the Board en-
courages the generation and application 
of psychological knowledge on issues 
important to human well-being, offers 
solutions to the fundamental problems 
of human justice, and promotes equita-

ble and just treatment of all segments of society.  It is con-
cerned with increasing scientific understanding and training 
in regard to those aspects that pertain to, but are not limited 
to, culture, class, race/ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, 
age, and disability. 
    In running for the position, Siony bested a well-published 
author in psychology who is also a prominent international 
consultant in diversity psychology.  Siony is using two of his 
textbooks in her courses.  
    In one of the congratulatory messages Siony received from 
a friend in Chicago, he said, "my Texas cock has lost most of 
its feathers (almost bald now) because of Siony's cap." 

FANHS WI Announces  
3rd Sarimanok Awards  
By Angeli Varona-Camara 
Sarimanok Awards for "Wisconsin's Out-
standing Young Professionals" are aimed at 
honoring young professionals who have made 
a difference in the Filipino-American commu-
nity in Wisconsin.   Named after a mythical 
bird of paradise, "Sarimanok", which is also a symbol of Maranao 
Royalty, this award acknowledges leaders who pursue excellence 
in their careers and are an inspiration to the youth.   
    To nominate, please submit before February 21, 2009: 
a) Name, complete address, phone numbers, email address. 
b) Three references, not related to the nominee. 
c) Bio of nominee (including photo) indicating present position,  
company/organization/institution, education, community affilia-
tions, previous awards, volunteer work, hobbies etc. 
d) An essay signed by the person nominating on why you think 
this person deserves the award.  FANHS officers cannot be nomi-
nated. 
e) Email to pekiram@uwm.edu or mail to FANHS WI, P.O. Box 
170755, Milwaukee, WI  53217. 
    The winners will be informed around the end of February and 
must be present at the awards ceremony on March 21, 2009 at 
the Marriott Milwaukee West.  For questions please email An-
geli Varona-Camara, FANHS WI President, atva-
rona@yahoo.com or pekiram@uwm.edu.  

The University of Santo  Tomas 
 Alumni Association of Wisconsin 
$1,000.00 Merit Scholarship open to all 
current high school seniors of Filipino or Fili-
pino-American descent in Wisconsin. For appli-
cation forms interested parties should email or write Gloria 
Galang at mgalang@wi.rr.com or 17690 Wexford Ct., Brookfield, 
Wiscons in ,  53045;  o r  Josef ina Gard in ier  a t 
kgardinier2@netzero.net  or 21845 Gareth Ln, Brookfield Wis-
consin 53045. 

FAAWIS High School Essay Contest  
By Patrick Moloney 
FAAWIS hosted an essay contest, Proud of my Filipino Heritage, 
for eligible high school students. The contest was announced at the 
annual picnic in July and deadline for submissions was December 7, 
2008.  The essays were judged on content, style, grammatical accu-
racy and or-
ganization. 
     Thanks to: 
Mimi Balles-
teros and the 
F A A W I S 
Board for en-
thusiastically 
embracing the 
idea and spon-
soring the cash 
prizes; Roger 
Austria, who 
conceived the 
essay theme and developed the competition rules and rubric; Re-
becca Abraham and Dr. Mina Vitangcol, who alongside myself, 
served as judges; and to the  high school students who took up the 
challenge and submitted an entry. 
    Gino Fabian, a junior at Nicolet High School (HS), whose essay 
will be published in the next issue of this newsletter, took first place 
and received a $200 cash prize. Abigail Wickman, a home-schooled 
sophomore, won second prize, $100.  John Ballesteros, a senior at 
Nicolet HS and Phillip Berger, a 9th grader at Wisconsin Lutheran 
HS, tied for third place, and were both awarded $50.  
     We hope to make this a yearly contest that will also include mid-
dle school students.  

From left: Rebecca Abraham, Patrick Moloney, Gino Fabian,  
Marilou Pe Benito & Dr. Mina Vitangcol 
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8900 N. Kildeer Ct. 

Brown Deer, WI 53209 
414.355.8585 

 

*Featuring Two Ballrooms  
*Accommodations For Up to 340 people 
*Complimentary Linen & Centerpieces  

*Complimentary Parking 
*149 Overnight Rooms  

*Complimentary Airport Transportation 
*Onsite Restaurant & Lounge  

* Indoor and Outdoor Swimming Pools 
*Fitness Center *Hot Tub * Sauna 

Steve & Ruby Kumbalek 

Akbayan-FANEW Celebrates Sixth  
Annual Christmas Dinner By Anne Beggs  

Over 200 attendees had a great time at the Akbayan-FANEW’s 
Christmas party at the Monarch Gardens in Appleton on Decem-
ber 6, 2008 which had Congressman Steve Kagen as the keynote 
speaker.  The event’s highlight was the crowning of Jennifer Polus 
from Green Bay as Miss Akbayan 2008-09.  The other three candi-
dates were Mitchele Ruplinger, Arianne Baldomero, and Erfe 
Zaragoza.  Prizes included a bouquet of roses, a glass trophy or 
wood-mounted certificate, and scholarships totaling $500.  
Manny Moraleda’s "Bahay Kubo" was a beautiful addition to the 
venue’s lighted parols (lanterns) made from colorful tipay mate-
rial.  President Dr. Norma Picio Cruz and vice president Dr. Felipe 
Ambas presented 22 members with five-year membership certifi-
cates.  Music was provided by D.J., Marlo Ambas.  Attendees later 
enjoyed servings of lechon, pancit, cassava cake, puto and ku-
chinta.   

GREETINGS FROM A NON-FILIPINO By Steve Schwan 
 

Hi!!! As a frequent guest, and now official member of FAAWIS, I thought an occasional report 
from a non-Filipino may interest some of you. My name is Steve Schwan, and I have been 
attending recent functions with member, Ruby Kumbalek. It’s been a blast! 
    There is no welcome like a Filipino welcome, and that was proven at every event I’ve at-
tended from the summer Picnic to the Christmas Party. If there is anyone out there who is a 
family member or friend of a Filipino, and you have been a little reluctant to attend a function 
because you think you’ll feel out of place……well, you are wrong. Come out and give us a try. 
Help support that local Filipino of yours!!! Here’s what you can expect: 
� Culture. A lot of it. Active families, committed members, older adults, and kids of all ages 
gather to play, dance, sing, and interact to form a community with open arms. 
� Food. Geez, it was hard not to list this first. All I can say is, “Masarap, Delicious!!” Selec-
tions can range from the simple rice or chicken dishes, to whole roast pig, fish and other sea-
food delights. I’m talking authentic here….unbelievable…pass me another dessert dish please. 
Salamat, Thank you! 
� Language. If you didn’t know this already, everyone speaks English…. But if you’re  
not careful…. You’ll find yourself learning a few new Tagalog words. 
� A social network. An opportunity to be part of something good. 
Whether you get involved or just come to share a few smiles….  
You’ve got friends at FAAWIS!!! 

Steve Schwan & Ruby Kumbalek 

My Dual Citizenship By Manny Moraleda 
On November 8, 2008 I obtained my dual citizenship and took 
my oath of allegiance through the Philippine Consulate on 
Wheels which visited Milwaukee to process passports, visas, dual 
citizenship applications, immigration papers, etc.  I lost my Fili-
pino citizenship when I became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 
1979.  Now, I have gotten it back! 
    Republic Act #9225 or the Citizenship Retention and Re-
acquisition Act of 2003 allows Filipino citizens who are natural-
ized in a foreign country to re-acquire their Filipino citizenship.  
With my dual citizenship, I can enjoy once again full civic, eco-
nomic and political rights under existing laws in the Philippines, 
including rights: to own property in the Philippines; to engage in 
business or commerce as a Filipino; to practice one’s profession 
in accordance with the law; to vote in Philippine elections; and 
other rights and privileges enjoyed by Filipino citizens.  Most of 
all, I will pay income tax in the Philippines only on income 
earned in the Philippines.  In my opinion, the U.S. $50 processing 
fee for re-acquiring my Filipino citizenship was worth it! 

Master Sergeant (MSG) Lesada Awarded 
Bronze Star 
Reino Lesada Jr., a resident of Brookfield, WI recently completed 
his tour in Iraq, where he functioned as the Senior Chaplain Assistant 
for the 316th Sustainment Command. MSG Lesada participated in 
sixteen memorial services for fallen soldiers and provided support to 
injured and hospitalized soldiers during his deployment. For his 
dedication to duty and accomplishment of mission MSG Lesada was 
awarded the Bronze Star for combat operations. 
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Pastors Bo & Luz Bryant    
(Proprietors) 

Teen Course  
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BULALAKAW 
2019 E. Marion Street 
Shorewood, WI 53211 
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Pastor Paul (Perry) Clemente 
414-405-0628 

p.clemente@juno.com 

Estela Ravelo Calaycay-Prust 
Certified Public Accountant - Philippines 

3620 S. Howell Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 

Tel: 414-486-7892 

Services Available: 
�  Accounting for small business including payroll 

�  Individual Income tax 
�  Corporate Income tax 

  �  Multi-State Income tax 

          �  Auditor for 27 years 
          �  Attends tax conferences every year 
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