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2010 Events 
 

FAAWIS  PICNIC  

  Celebrating Philippine  

  Independence Day 

   Saturday, June 12, 2010  

     Jackson Park (Milwaukee) 
 

THE 38TH ANNUAL FAAWIS  

FORMAL DINNER & DANCE  

  Honoring Filipinos in Uniform      

  Saturday, Sept. 11, 2010  

     Downtown Hilton Hotel  
 

HOLIDAY FOLK FAIR  

  Nov. 19, 20 & 21, 2010 

     State Fair (West Allis) 

LUNCH WITH SANTA  

   Saturday, Dec. 11, 2010  

     Bavarian Inn (Glendale)  
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Hooray, spring is finally here!  Can you believe we are already into May?  During these first 

few months, FAAWIS has definitely been a lot of work.  It is almost like a part time job.  However, in 

spite of the many challenges, the experiences, accomplishments, and rewards, thus far, has motivated and 

inspired me even more to ñfinish the raceò.  

The first 3 hurdles I was immediately faced with in 2010 were completing the 501 Federal Tax 

Exempt process; finding a new FAAWIS webmaster to maintain our website; and figuring out how we 

were going to do the Bulalakaw without our Bulalakaw Guru of 7 years, Mario Ballesteros.  With the 501 

application, we completed all the necessary documents needed by the IRS, making FAAWIS an official 

501c4 Federal Tax Exempt organization in mid April.  How exciting it was to see something that has 

been in the works for almost 3 years finally come to fruition!  The next step for us now is to apply for 

State Tax Exemption.  Thank you to all who had their hands in this project from day one! 

In February, we were very fortunate to have Diane Wolf as our new web master.  Diane not 

only created a new website for us, but she also kindly agreed to maintain the new website at a very af-

fordable rate.  We hope you will visit our website, and hope you will like our fresh, new look!  In March, 

we were able to obtain the software needed to do the newsletter, and I and my nephew, Jaizon (bless his 

heart), were able to quickly learn the new software in time for the deadline of this issue of Bulalakaw.    

Then, for the first 2 events in April and May, I had the pleasure of working with 2 phenomenal 

teams, my Bowling & Spring Fling committees.  What a blessing it was to have Patrick Moloney & Ma-

reta Prill chair these events, respectively.  Both committees were absolutely great to work with, and they 

made things go so smoothly the day of the event that I was actually able to enjoy both events.  In addition 

to the Spring Fling event, not only were we able to raise money for the Philippine Center Free Medical 

Clinic, but also, we were able to raise enough money to cover our entire expense needed for new cos-

tumes & props for the Silahis Dance Troupe.      

Although these past 4 months have been a bit challenging and overwhelming, I cannot go with-

out saying how truly thankful I am to my God, who has been there every step of the way - giving me the 

strength I needed during the times I had no sleep; sending me a great group of people to work with to get 

the job done; providing the financial support needed to meet our budget thus far; and most of all, com-

forting and reassuring me that I am not alone in ñthis raceò. 

 As always, I look forward to seeing you and meeting new faces at our upcoming events!!!  

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM FAAWIS PRESIDENT SHEILA PLAGA JACKSON 



2010 FAAWIS 
COMMITTEES  

 
BOARD MEMBERS:  

        2009-2010 

    Alex Buschmann 

    Angelica Varona Camara 

    Christine Hey 

    Sheila Plaga Jackson 

    Doug Pasniak 

        2010-2011 

    Chad Albano 

    Zeny Edralin 

    Tina Lamerand 

    Renee Mondano 

    Dr. Wilson Tan 

BULALAKAW / WEBSITE/FLYERS:  

    Diane Wolf 

    Jaizon Plaga 

    Angelica Varona-Camara 

    Patrick Moloney 

EDITOR  

    Mila Lamerand, Nicole Albano, & 

    Kaylib Berkshire 

PHOTOGRAPHERS: 

    Audrey Go 

    Abri Morris 

CONSTITUTION & BY -LAWS:  

    Atty. Ito Conti 

MEMBERSHIP:  

    Carmelita Stehr 

AUDITOR:  

    Teresita Santos 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD:  

    Atty. Mila Lamerand 

FAAWIS YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP: 

    Rebecca Abraham 

NOMINATIONS:  

    Belinda Tenorio 

    Jimmy Soriano 

YOUTH SERVICE COMMITTEE:  

    Ann Benthiene, Mimi Ballesteros 

    Emil Stewart, Jovelyn Clemins 

    Rebecca Abraham, Irene Stewart, 

    Iris Ricks 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE:  

    Yvette Soriano 

SPORTS 

    Patrick Moloney-Chair 

    Doug Pasniak 

SPRING FLING DINNER  

& CONCERT  

    Mareta Prill-Chair 

    Christine Hey, Miriam Santos 

    Maria Mendoza Lemes 

    Isabel Piana, Jo Jo Ramos 

    Linda Ramos 

PICNIC/PHILIPPINE  

INDEPENDENCE DAY  

    Chad Albano-Chair 

    Alex Buschmann, Tina Lamerand,  

    Zeny Edralin 

    Angelica Varona Camara 

    Alvin Jackson, Renee Mondano 

DINNER DANCE  

    Eny Perez & Zeny Edralin-Co Chairs 

    Wilson Tan, Liberty Nolan 

    Violeta Singson, Rebecca Abraham 

    Mina Santiago-Vitangcol 

    Rica Del Rosario, Abri Morris 

HOLIDAY FOLK FAIR  

    Jazmin Parcon-Sandoval-Co Chair 

    Ed Sandoval-Co Chair, Wilson Tan, 

    Ning Mendoza, Roger Mendoza 

    Tina Lamerand, Chad Albano 

    Angelica Varona Camara 

    Alex Buschmann, Christine Hey 

    Doug Pasniak, Alvin Jackson 

    Abri Morris, Kaylib Berkshire 

FAAWIS LUNCH WITH SANTA  

    Linda Ravelo - Co Chair 

    Renee Mondano - Co Chair 

    Jimmy Soriano, Yvette Soriano 

    Catherine Weaver, Gayle Olson 
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***FAAWIS Youth Group Partners with the American Red Cross :  The American Red Cross and 

the FAAWIS Youth Group are teaming up to sponsor a Blood Drive on Saturday, June 19th, 2010 at 8:00 

a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at Grace Community Church located at 8400 West Beloit Road in West Allis , Wis-

consin .  Volunteers are needed to donate blood and to help with the Drive. Pre-registration for blood 

donors is required.  Please contact Emil Stewart at (414) 477-2291 or email him at desteamcaptain@ 

hotmail.com Thank you for your support! 

***Calling All Filipinos and/or Family Members of Filipinos Who Serve or Have Served as 

Police Officers, Fire Fighters, or US Military Personnel:  On Saturday, September 11, 2010, 

FAAWIS will hosts its 38th Annual Formal Dinner & Dance at the very elegant Downtown Hilton Hotel, 

and we will be honoring Filipinos and family members of local Filipinos who serve or have served in the 

US Military.  We will also be recognizing our Filipino men & women and family members of local Fili-

pinos who have dedicated and risked their lives as Police Officers or Fire Fighters in the Milwaukee Met-

ropolitan area.  If you know of anyone (whether it be you, a family member, or a friend) we should espe-

cially honor that evening, please contact Alvin Jackson at 414-427-4694 by August 1st.  This will be a 

first for FAAWIS to honor these very special people, so we hope you will mark your calendars and at-

tend this grand and memorable event!!! 

 

*** Awesome Filipino T-Shirts Available for Pur-

chase:  FAAWIS has designed a special T-Shirt for 

the Philippine Independence Day Celebration & Picnic 

on Saturday, June 12.  A special thank you to Frank 

Albano (Chad Albano's dad) for creating the concep-

tual design for this wonderful T-shirt for FAAWIS.  If 

you are interested in purchasing a t-shirt, please con-

tact Alvin Jackson at 414-427-4694.  Remember to 

purchase one in time for the picnic so that we can all 

show our unity and Filipino Pride on Philippine Inde-

pendence Day!  

Important FAAWIS Announcements 
  

***Saturday, June 12, 2010 is our Philippine Independence Day Celebration at 11:00am at Jackson 

Park-Picnic Area #2:  Along with the other local Filipino organizations, FAAWIS will be honoring and 

celebrating Philippine Independence Day.  This will be a family style potluck picnic.  For more informa-

tion, please see the attached flyer on the last page, and remember to save the date.  We would love to see 

as many Filipino friends and families from other organizations come together and celebrate this special 

day!!!  We also invite families who have graduations or birthdays around this time to celebrate with us as 

we have plenty of room!!!   See page 11 for more information. 

 

Happy 40th Anniversary to the  

Silahis Dance Troupe!!! 
 

The Silahis Dance Troupe was started by the late Mrs. 

Ninette Santos.  Over the past 40 years, the  dance 

group has been gracing us with their beautiful Filipino 

folk dances in the community.  Thank you to all danc-

ers, past & present, for your support, participation, & 

hard work throughout the years.  Congratulations!!!  

*** Congratulations to FAAWIS members who obtained our 501c4 status from the Federal IRS:  A 

special thank you to Ted Robles, Patrick Moloney, Mimi Ballesteros, Marie Rebancos, Tessie Santos, Ito 

Conti, Lorna Guzman, Rebecca Abraham, and the board for your precious time and effort in helping us to 

finally (after 2 or 3 years) obtain our 501c4 status.  The next step for FAAWIS will be to apply for the 

State Tax Exemption...and so the saga continues...  

***FAAWIS New Website:  HOORAY!!!...We are very pleased and proud to announce our new web-

site, www.FAAWIS.org.  If you have not done so already, please view our brand new website listing our 

board and committee members, all the events for 2010, and a few new added tabs.  You will also be able 

to view & download pictures of our events.  Thank you to Diane Wolf for creating this fresh new look for 

FAAWIS.  Also, a special thank you to Mario Ballesteros for creating the previous website that helped us 

evolve to the new website, and for making the transition as smooth as possible.  
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University of Santo Tomas Alumni Association of Wisconsin 
The First 2010 Board Meeting 

I  t was a snowy day when the members of the executive board of University 
of Santo Tomas Alumni Association of Wisconsin (USTAAW) had their 

meeting at the lovely home of our generous host, Siony Gregorio. A prayer 
led by Josefina Gardinier kicked off the meeting, followed by the opening 
remarks by our newly-elected president Gerry Fronda. Grateful comment was 
directed to Edgar Azcueta for putting a folder that contained the agenda, fi-
nancial statements of the organization, directory of all the members and the 
bylaws of the association. Gerry Fronda acknowledged the efforts and accom-
plishments of Lucio Siy, the past USTAAW president and previous officers 
during their term. Members were reminded to renew their membership as 
soon as possible and even better to recruit more alumni to join the group. 
    Our treasurer, Zeny Edralin reported that the group is in sound financial 
condition. Mina Vitangcol commented on the success of the USTAAW induc-
tion party last November. Marna Berg informed the board that Mitchell Park 
has been reserved as a venue for the upcoming USTAAW picnic to be held on 
July 11, 2010. Details of the picnic will be announced in the near future by 
the Sunshine, Hospitality & Picnic committee. 
    The status of the USTAAW scholarship program was gathered by Josefina 
Gardinier when she visited the Philippines. A specific budget has been as-
signed to deserving scholars in the United States. La Naval was another suc-
cessful yearly event in October that the La Naval committees organized. In 
addition, this event collected generous donation from the members of the 
community that benefited the victims of typhoon Ketsana in the Philippines. 
Heartfelt thanks to Old Saint Mary and the choir members for their tireless 
support of the event. 
    The meeting concluded with a sumptuous dinner courtesy of our president, 
Gerry Fronda and his wife, Vangie. 
    The following members were present at the meeting: 
Gerry Fronda, MD   Marie Prado   Edgar Azcueta  
Zeny Edralin   Jazmin Parcon, MD  Jerry Vinluan, MD 
Marna Berg   Siony Gregorio, MD  Caridad Asiddao, MD 
Lucio Siy, MD   Mina Vitangcol, MD  Virgie Vinluan 
Josefina Gardinier   Rica del Rosario   Ruben Romero, MD 
Jessica Romero, MD 

SECOND ANNUAL USTAAW 

BOARD  MEETING 

May 23, 2010, Sunday  

at 2:00pm 

Marina Sernaôs Residence 

THE FORUM  

Contributors:  

Marie Prado 
Marna Berg 

Marina Serna 
Olive Bayle 

Jimmy Soriano 
Zennie Kintziger 

Sandra Torres, MD 
Ailleen Anonuevo, MD 

Siony Gregorio, MD 

FAAWIS - May 2010  

A tribute to our 2001 Past President  
Dr. Evelina ñBabsò Mabini 

A memorial mass was given in her 
honor on March 21, 2010 at the Old 
St. Mary Church by the University 
of Santo Tomas and the Couples for 
Christ, presided over by Rev. 
Charles Mbuyi, and attended by her 
family, Francisco, Aileen and Dan 
Mabini and friends. A fellowship 
followed later. Babs fulfilled her 
love to serve the Lord with her good 
attributes, through her  Love for her 
family; as a physician and healer, and to her community 
as editor of Bulalakaw in 2002. In 2001, she joined the 
Couples for Christ, and was president of USTAAW. Babs 
was also a talented inspirational and news writer, her 
articles appeared in many magazines, newspapers and 
books. In all these tasks she showed a strong leadership 
and did her job with all her heart and soul.  

ATTENTION SENIOR GRADUATES   

Deadline for submitting application for 

USTAAW $1,000.00 Merit Scholarship is on 

June 15, 2010. Application form can be re-

quested from Dr. Siony Gregorio at 3265 Town Crier Ct. 

Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005. 

Tel. no. (262) 781-5953 or email at: USTAAW@yahoo.com 

 

)"-*," /"z5 ."( 4"-0-salo tayo  

May misa, kainan, kantahan at kasayahan  

Kailan : Hulyo 11, 2010  
Saan: Mitchell Park Pavilion  
 19900 River Road 
 Brookfield, WI 53045 
Misa; Alas onse ng umaga (11:00am) 
Pakiusap : Magdala ng ulam o kakanin(dessert) para maihain sa mga dadalo. 

USTAAW Annual Picnic 

(Entrances to Park from 
Capitol Drive or River 
Road between Brookfield 
Road and Barker Road) 

Pakitawagan ang sumusunod pag may katanungan: 
   Marina Serna (262) 785-2601             Marna Berg (262) 542-8949 
   Olive Bayle    (414) 312-8757          Jimmy Soriano (414) 423-1081 

M e m b e r s h i p  D r i v e  
Do you have the calling to rediscover your inner Thoma-
sian? You don't have to look very far. Come and join 
USTAAW and be a part of a dynamic fellowship dedicated 
to unite the alumni of UST and to participate in the social, 
cultural,  educational and humanitarian activities of Filipino 
American organizations in Wisconsin. Wherever your area 
of interest lies, your talent can surely be put to good use. 
    If interested, please contact any of the Membership Com-
mittee Members: 
 Sandra Torres 414- 687-2602 
 Ailleen Alquinto 414- 425-7151 
 Or email at: USTAAW@yahoo.com 

USTAAW Annual Members 
Caridad Asiddao 

Olive Bayle 

Marna Berg 

Zeny Edralin 

Alfredo Ignacio 

Rolly Mendiola 

Jimmy Soriano 

Ester Tiuseco 

Mina Vitangcol 

Jerry Vinluan 

May Yabut 

Renato/ Ailleen Anonuevo 

Cesar Azcueta 

Edgar Azcueta 

Ester Bekeris 

Juan/Cynthia Biagtan 

Rudy/Lourdes Burgos 

Norma Cruz 

Rica del Rosario 

Gerry Fronda 

Mike/Gloria Galang 

Josefina Gardinier 

Fema Garay 

Asuncion Gregorio 

Lyndon Hernandez 

Rudolfo Lastrilla 

Emmanuel Manuel 

Serafin/Siony Montalbo 

Armando Nunag 

Charmaine Nunag 

Ricardo Obecena 

Robert/Consuelo Lim 

Rodolfo Molina 

Evalynne Pickeral 

Andres/Carol Quitzon 

Elma Racadio 

Manuel Ramos 

Primo Reynaldo 

Tess Rivera 

Ruben/Jessica Romero 

Mila Salceda 

Jazmin Sandoval 

Marina Serna 

Lucio/Conchita Siy 

Roger/Sandra Torres  

Mario/Mary Ann Uy 

Merina Viernes 

Lourdes Visaya 

USTAAW Lifetime Members 
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April Showers Bringé 
The FAAWIS Silahis & Liwayway Dancers to Perform 
 

by Alex Buschmann  

We all know the old saying, ñApril showers bring May flowers.ò  Well, this 

year, it seems the April showers are bringing the Silahis and Liwayway 

dancers out to perform!  Although Silahis is turning 40 this year, they are 

not slowing down one bit.  The members are Sheila Plaga Jackson, Isabel 

Piana, Abri Morris, and Kaylib Berkshire.   The group kicked off the three 

outstanding April performances by dancing on April 10th at Aliotoôs Restau-

rant for the 90th birthday celebration of Nancy Gamazonôs mother, Rogelia 

Eleazar (Grandma Rose).    

    On April 15th, both the Silahis and Liwayway Dance Troupes joined the 

Cardinal Stritch Universityôs Asian Student Associationôs Asian Awareness 

Week by participating in their annual Fashion & Talent show.  Sheila, Isa-

bel, Abri, Alex Buschmann, and Kaylib gracefully performed the 

ñCarinosaò and ñKatloò, while Abby and Rachel Wickman wowed the 

crowd with the ñTinikling.ò  A little later in the evening, Alex together with 

Jylian Jackson (8) and Dannika Jackson (5) rocked the runway and modeled 

Filipino clothing for all to see.   

    Finally, on April 19th, the Silahis and Liwayway dancers had the honor of 

participating in Mount Mary Collegeôs First Annual Multicultural Fair, 

where groups representing countries from all over the world showcased 

their talents.  The members of Silahis represented the Philippines as they 

danced a wonderful encore performance of the ñCarinosaò and ñKatloò.  

The members from Liwayway, Abby and Rachel, again graced us with their 

presence as they concluded with the ñTiniklingò.  At all three events, a fabu-

lous time was had by all and both the Silahis and Liwayway dancers were 

honored to be able to take part in the celebration and represent the Filipino 

Community!!! 

 

Happy 90th Birthday to Mrs. Rogelia Eleazar & Happy 21st Birthday to Kaylib Berkshire! 

Thank you Nancy Gamazon for your generous donation to the Silahis Dance Troupe! 

With Love From the Silahis Dance Troupe  


